Minutes of Council Planning Meeting May 5, 2007
The meeting was called to order by Cheryl Sexton, CPIW, CPSR, CISR, AIS Council Director at 9:20am at The Vineville United Methodist Church in Macon, GA.  All members introduced themselves and told something about themselves.  

We then remembered our members who had been ill.

Cheryl told us about the upcoming National Conventions:

June 6-10, 2007
San Juan, Puerto Rico
Caribe Hilton San Juan

June 4-7, 2008
Scottsdale, AZ
The Westin Kierland Resort & Spa

June 2009
New Orleans, LA
Hilton New Orleans Riverside

June 2010
Providence, Rhode Island
Hotel TBD

She also reminded everyone of the upcoming Region III Conference to be held in Macon on April 4-10, 2008.  Gerri Pauldo told everyone that the reconfirmation bid that the Ga Council did in Gatlinburg, TN was a lot of fun.  A great job was done by all.  The reconfirmation bid was a beauty pageant with the theme of Blossoming with NAIW.  Different members of the Georgia Council were beauty contestants who represented different flowers throughout the state.  Cheryl passed the live cherry tree and a crown onto the winner of the name the theme contest who was Pamela Voigt from the Insurance Professionals of Greater Orlando.  Frankie Tobias asked everyone to keep the flowers to be used at the Welcome Party in 2008.
Cheryl read a card that she got from Deb McCurdy thanking the Region III Council Members for a carpenters belt that was given to her at the 2007 Regional Conference.  

Cheryl reminded everyone of the 2007 Council Meeting that will be September 28-29, 2007 in Marietta, GA at the Marriott/Windy Hill.  The Insurance Professionals of NW Ga, Inc is hosting the conference.  The theme is “A Southern State of Mind”.  Connie Rose said that she is still looking for a speaker for the CPIW breakfast.  Several suggestions were made of who to contact.  
There will be education classes but the exact classes and number of hours being offered have not been determined.  

Linda Brown gave a report on the upcoming 2008 Council Meeting.  It will be held at the Unicoi Lodge in Helen, GA on Sept 26-27, 2008.  This will be the 40th anniversary.  The theme is “Through the Years.”  They are looking for items to go on a memory board.  Also, they will check with Dianna Fink about doing an education class.
The reports were given as following:

Nanci Futrell was not able to attend but did provide a treasurer report showing a balance of $3,288.30 as of 5/4/07.  Connie Rose gave $908.25 to Cheryl at the meeting .  This is the amonnt that was received from Legislative Day that will be deposited into the funds. Nancy Aldridge also gave Cheryl a check for $1,000.00 that will be given to the association who wins the membership contest in September 2007. There is one installment left for the Georgia Council to pay for the Insurance Scholarship Foundation of America.

Nancy Aldridge gave her report about the membership.  As of April 2007, the Ga Council has a total of 22 new members.  2 of these members are members at large.  Because we have not gained a lot of new members, Cheryl asked the members in attendance to discuss extending the deadline date to 7/31/07.  The original deadline was 6/30/07.  The reason for extending the date to 7/31/07 will allow all associations to boost up their membership with new members as the dues are due July 2007.  It was mentioned that very few people would join from April to July when they would have to pay ½ dues when join and then in July pay full annual dues.  The committee all agreed that the date should be extended.  The association who wins will be the association whose membership increased by the highest percentage based on the number of members already in their association.  This makes it fair for all size associations.
Rose Browning was not able to attend but did provide a public relations report.  At the beginning of the year she sent an email to each president and asked them to ask their members to either give their boss a letter thanking him/her for their support with NAIW or verbally thank them.  She asked that they report back to her.  She only had one person who thanked their boss.  She also emailed each president and ask them to get each member to tell a non-member one thing about NAIW. I asked them to report back to me.  She got no replies from any presidents. She is looking for suggestions of things that we can do to get our name out there. 

Janice Johnson Bish was not able to attend but did provide an education report. She reported that the communication has been great between the State Council Director and the local State Associations for upcoming seminars and CE hours being offered.  Everyone has been kept well informed of educational opportunities. The website should be updated soon and we will have a list of about 10 free speakers and 3 low expense speakers. Plans are to offer at least one 8 hour course on a Saturday in August leading to the CPIW designation and or CE hours.  She thanked SIU/SIUPREME for their support and providing teachers for CE hours to our local associations!

Brenda Peterson announced that the Insurance Professionals of Atlanta is sponsoring an Ethics class on May 31st.  They are also sponsoring an NAIW course-Underwriting for Non-Underwriters on July 18th.  Contact her for additional information.
Connie Rose gave a report on Legislative.  Senator Chip Rogers did an excellent job as our speaker.  We had two people who made reservations but didn’t come to the program.  We basically broke even on the cost.  Suggestions were made by the group to Connie about trying to incorporate continuing education hours in the future for Legislative Day as well as high profile speakers.  It was also suggested to try to get sponsors to help cover the cost of this function and to meet with the Insurance Commissioner and ask him to attend our dinner.  Ayanna Glaze suggested that we send out a survey to our members to get names of legislators to our members.  It was also asked that people thank Chip Rogers for attending our Legislative Day.  He can be reached at chiprogers21@comcast.net or mailing address is 314 Coverdell Office Bldg., Atlanta, GA  30334

There was no safety report from Diane Henderson to present.

Cheryl told everyone that Deb McCurdy did a great job in Gatlinburg, TN at the 2007 Regional Conference.  Jan Murray is the newly elected RVP (Regional Vice President) for 2008.  It was 33 votes for Jan and 14 votes for roz Horton.  She stated that Jan will do a great job and she’s looking forward to working with her.

Cheryl announced that Frankie Tobias won the Region II AAMGA Award.

Cheryl reminded everyone that each association should have a CWC representative at the Council meeting in September.

Cheryl told everyone that Evans Garment Restoration is a great sponsor resource for the Ga Council of NAIW.  They have sponsored several events for local associations as well as for the Ga Council.

Cheryl is still working on a Council Membership Directory.  She has been taking photos as she visited with the associations.  

Cheryl expressed her disappointment that at the recent Regional Conference, only two people from Ga submitted award forms for any of the awards.  These two people were Melissa Peak and herself.  She encouraged everyone that they should compete for the awards.  She also made an announcement about the two new National awards as of 7/1/07.  These are Underwriting Professional of the Year and Rise Management Professional of the Year.  She asked that each association have a candidate for each of the awards at the next Council meeting.  The deadline for the awards forms to be turned into Gizelle is 7/31/07.
All positions are also opened for Council leadership:  Council Direct Elect, Council Treasurer, Council Public Relations/Programs and Membership Development.  She has served two terms and can not serve again.  She asked for people to consider running for these positions or to encourage others to do so.  Gizelle Grable completed the Candidate form for Council Treasurer.  However there are 3 other positions that must also be filled.
Cheryl & Louise Cox Stahurski will be working a booth at the Insurance Expo in July to promote NAIW membership. Eddie Emmett is not charging us for the booth.  Cheryl is ordering the display booth from NAIW.   She will order some pens or something similar to give out.  The theme for the expo is “Team-Together everyone Achieves More—T-E-A-M.”  Connie Rose said that she would furnish a door prize to be given out during the expo.

It was discussed that the Ga Council Website is no longer activated.  Shari Morgan is trying to find out about getting our host name, GANAIW.org, released so we can still use it with another host master.  The cost is $19.95 per month and it’s a local hosting company in Macon.  It was agreed to pay this annually.  This hosting company was chosen because they would accept a council check whereas others wanted a credit card. The Council doesn’t have a credit/debit card and it was discussed that we shouldn’t have one for the Council.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 and turned over to Frankie Tobias who did the afternoon meeting concerning the 2008 Regional III Conference.  

Minutes were taken by Louise Cox Stahurski

