Minutes from State Planning Meeting May  6, 2006

The day started with a continental breakfast that was provided by the members in attendance.  Thanks to all who brought  the food. The meeting started at 9:20am by Cheryl Sexton, CPIW, CPSR, CISR, AIS State Director Elect. The meeting was held at SIU/SIUPREME (Southern Insurance Underwriters) office in Alpharetta, GA.   Cheryl thanked Kitty Buchannan with Siupreme, Inc. for everything that she had done have allowing us to use their office.  Kitty also welcomed everyone and gave some information about the building.

All members that attended the meeting introduced their self and gave some information about them as well as shared information about something good that recently happened to them.

Cheryl gave announced that Gerri Pauldo,  her assistant could not be in attendance today because she was graduating today from Fort Valley State College and congratulated her.

Cheryl gave information about the upcoming National conventions for the years 2006 in Orlando, FL, 2007 in Puerto Rico and 2008 in Macon, GA.  She reminded everyone that the delegate/alternate credential forms must be received at National no later than May 15, 2006.  
Cheryl also gave a report on behalf of Valerie Wynn, CPIW, AIC, CPCU, AIS who is the chair of the 2008 Regional III Convention in Macon.  Cheryl reminded everyone that Valerie had asked each association  at the last state planning meeting in November 2005 to donate $100 a year for two years to have seed money for the convention.  The Insurance Professional of Rome and Floyd County has been the only association as of date to donate and they have donated $200.  Gizelle Grable, AIC, CPIW, co chair of the 2008 Regional III Convention discussed this in more details stating that obviously the associations are not required to donate this money but if they were financially able, for them to please consider making this donation.  The State of Georgia Council is hosting the 2008 Regional III Convention and that was the reason for asking for the donations from each association.  There were a couple of associations there who stated that they were not aware of being asked to make this donation and it was asked that this information to be communicated with all of the presidents. Valerie’s report also asked for each association to serve in some capacity, such as chairing an event.  She wants each association to choose some event, welcome party, Friday breakfast, Friday lunch, Saturday breakfast, Saturday lunch and Saturday night’s final dinner to sponsor and plan.  An association is needed to chair registration, door prizes and fund raising.  Also Cheryl announced that Valerie had announced at Regional in Birmingham that we were having a name the theme contest.  She’s to have Kim Ficklin announce this in an upcoming newsletter.  The theme will be due by next year’s Regional Convention in Reno.  Valerie had asked for a meeting to be planning in Atlanta on June 17th and had asked for a meeting location.  Cheryl announced that she already had a meeting place confirmed for July 29, 2006 and would confirm with Valerie if this would be a date available with her to have the meeting.  This date seemed to be ok with the ones in attendance.   Phyllis Massey, CPIA also announced that her employer’s office would be available for a meeting place.  It was asked that each association have at least one representative to attend the meeting and to come prepared with ideas and a commitment for chairing an event.  
It was also discussed as to what will become of the funds if there should be any left over from this Regional Convention. There is also a possibility that there could be a deficient  opposed to money being left over. It was decided that a committee needs to be formed to research this further, discuss and be brought before the State Meeting in September 2006.  As of today, we have $330.00 in the 2008 Regional III Annual Meeting funds.  

Cheryl gave information on the upcoming State Meeting.  September 2006 will be in Macon, GA   hosted by the Insurance Professionals of Middle Georgia.  The theme is “Ride the NAIW Chariot”.  She discussed and passed out flyers about the education classes that will begin on Thursday September 21, 2006.  There also is a full day of education planned for Friday September 22, 2006. The teachers for the four different classes are Diana Fink, Past National President of NAIW, Sam Pritchett and Elizabeth Anderson with SIU/SIUPREME.  The classes are opened for members and non-members.  If the member registers for the meeting, the costs of the classes are included in their registration fee.  However, if someone chooses to only come to the education class with out attending the meeting, they can just pay the cost of the class that they choose to take.  She also gave out committee sign up forms and asked for volunteers on the committees that were still available.  She also gave out sponsor/vendor sign up sheets for anyone to pass on to possible sponsors/vendors.  
Phyllis Massey gave a report on the 2007 State Meeting that will be held September 28-29  and their theme is “Southern State of Mind” at the Marriott NW in Marietta, GA.  Phyllis also had t-shirts for sale as a fund raiser for their meeting.

Linda Brown, CIC, CPIW gave a report on the 2008 State Meeting that will most likely be held at Unicoi Lodge the 4th weekend in September 2008.

Shari Morgan, CPCU, CPIW, AAM current State Director was not able to attend today’s meeting.  Cheryl read letter from Shari that reminded everyone it was not too late to sign up to go to the National Convention at the end of this month.  She asked for everyone to let her know of any questions that we may have for the candidates who are running for National office, as she is the Alternate to the National Nominating Committee for Regional III.  She announced the candidates as:

· E. Faye Evans for National President-Elect from Region III

· Jenelle S. Duffy, CPCU, CLU, FLMI, HIA, CPIW, DAE for Vice President from Region VII

· Linda L. Wilson, AAI, CPIW for National Secretary from Region I

Shari asked that any questions to be emailed to her as soon as possible.  She also reminded everyone of the Literary Project and asked for books to be donated locally and to let her know how many we donated.

Cheryl also reminded everyone to use SIU/SIUPREME for their associations to have continuing education classes.  It was discussed that the continuing education hours could be filed by the local association or by SIU/SIUPREME.  She asked that they contact Kitty, Janice Bish, CPIW or herself to schedule these classes. 

Cheryl recognized and thanked Elise Farnham, CPCU, ARM, AIM, CPIW for teaching today the Ethics class which is one of the requirements of DAE designation.  Following lunch, she taught this class for anyone who was there and was interested in taking the course.

Cheryl announced that Scott Morgan with SIU/SIUPREME would be teaching the power point presentation class after lunch.

Cheryl asked that the members let her know what they would like to see at the next planning meeting in November.

Cheryl thanked Wanda Warren,   and Louise Cox Stahurski, CPIW, CPIA for doing the registration/fund raiser table and Jan Gibson for taking the minutes during this meeting in Gerri’s absence.  Cheryl reminded everyone that the State Council was selling calendars, pens, travel bags and organizers.  Also the Insurance Professionals of Middle Georgia h has shirts for sale for raising funds for their upcoming state meeting.

A tentative date was set for November 11, 2006.  It was not announced for sure where the next meeting would be held, but most likely either Macon or Forsyth.

Cheryl announced that Shari had gone to all of the associations this year except for Columbus, Savannah and Glynn County and she had gone with Shari to most of them.  They have a meeting set up with Columbus later in the month of May.  
It was discussed that a basket raffle/auction be done at the State Meeting in Macon.  Each association would be asked for them to donate a basket for this function.  It was discussed as to whether the proceeds from this raffle/auction go into the State Council Fund or go into the 2008 Regional III Conference fund.  It was decided for the money to be put in the State Council Fund and if money was needed later to go to the Regional fund it would be discussed again about transferring the funds.  At Regional they raised $4,000 on their basket raffle.  Cheryl announced that Dee Horne, CPIW, DAE volunteered to be one of the auctioneer.  Cheryl will ask Nancy Floyd, CPIW if she will be the other auctioneer.
Cheryl talked about the membership being down for the entire state.  She encouraged the members to work on growing their membership.  The state of Georgia currently has 232 members.  The state as gained 26 new members but lost 33 members from last July due to people not renewing.
Cheryl asked for volunteers to serve on the different state committees for the meeting in Macon.  

Jim Grayson presented the treasurer report.  Current balance is $3830.79 but after the funds are returned to National for what the State Director and State Director elect does not use,  we will only have $2950.79 in this fund.  Jim talked about keeping a Georgia State Council with money is the only way to be effective.  Jim stated that we all are in “good condition”.  He said that he would have the books in good order to be ready to turn them over to Nancy Futrell, CIC, CPIW.

Kerry Plumley-Public Relations was not able to attend and there was no report to present. Cheryl asked that the associations all have a representative at the state meeting for the CWC speak off.  

Jan talked about the Ferst Foundation and asked that everyone use this site for a search engine and this helps the foundation.  Their  website is http://www.ferstfoundation.com/.
Janice Bish, education liaison gave the Education Report.  She announced that she is still working on the speaker bureau list for the website.  She has already gotten three people committed to be speakers.  If any association needs a speaker, she asked that they contact her.

Connie Rose, legislative liaison was not able to attend the meeting but she did provide Cheryl with a  list of changes in the legislation and Cheryl said that she would forward these by email out to the members.  Cheryl announced that Legislative Day in Atlanta was a successful in spite of the cancellations of the speakers and having to get new speakers at the last moment.  Connie did a great job!

Nancy Aldridge, CPIW, AAI, safety liaison was not able to attend and had no report to present.
Cheryl discussed that she wanted to do a state membership directory .  It was discussed that she would send out an email asking if the members are ok to have their email address printed in this directory. It was discussed that the members would like to see photos of the members in this directory or at the very least a group photo of the individual associations.  This would help others to put a face with a name.  

It was discussed and decided that the Georgia State Council would have a booth at the Insurance Expo in Duluth 7/27/06 to 7/29/06.  Eddie Emmett has offered a free booth to the state council.  Cheryl asked for volunteers to help with this as well.  We will check on the cost to have the state brochures printed for this function.  Ideas were discussed about what we could have for a  western  theme for a booth. It was also discussed that we should get information about having a booth at the Athens Expo in March.  

Jan Murray volunteered to research the cost of having the brochures printed in bulk and to be shared with the associations to use.

Phylis Massey asked that the Insurance Professional of the Year award form to be changed to be more in line with the Regional form.  Cheryl will look further into this.
The planning session was adjourned at approximately 12:00.  Lunch was provided by SIU/SIUPREME.  Following the lunch we separated into two groups-Ethics class and Power Point Presentation.

Minutes by:  Jan Gibson.
